
Additional information about speaker presentations and awareness sessions 
 
 
 
AMY HARTMAN, DEACON 
 
TITLE OF SESSION:   God’s children. Your journey. 

Children throughout our country and world are trafficked and enslaved. What is your role in 
preventing child trafficking? We will explore that question together through Bible study, personal 
reflection, conversation, and prevention stories. Amy will share insights from her own journey, 
which began in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin and eventually led to the role of National 
Director (now Emerita) of Cherish All Children. 

Cherish All Children is a ministry to equip congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. In 
2017, Cherish All Children became a program of Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, while 
also keeping a commitment to be a national resource for the ELCA.  

 
Deacon Amy L. Hartman has engaged ELCA congregations in 
addressing child sex trafficking for over 20 years, including ten 
years as the National Director of Cherish All Children. She 
believes that as Christians, one of our calls is to respond to the 
injustice of child trafficking. From her experience, she has 
learned that prayerful support and encouragement are vital to 
this work.  

Amy graduated from Luther Seminary in St. Paul in 2006 with a 
Master of Arts degree in Christian Ministry. Her MA Thesis was 
entitled, "Release to the Captives: Preaching on the System of 
Sexual Exploitation.” Amy has been a guest preacher or 
presenter in many venues, including at the 2017 Lutheran 
World Federation Assembly in Namibia.  

In her free time, Amy enjoys knitting, cooking foods from around 
the world, and walking. Amy and her husband Jim live in St. 

Paul and are members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Title of Presentation:   “180 Degrees”  by Rev. Laurie Skow-Anderson 

Pastor Laurie will challenge us to face the future of our women’s organizations with transforming 
ideas. 
 
 
 

REV. LAURIE SKOW-ANDERSON 
Laurie has been the Director for Evangelical 

Mission (DEM) and Assistant to the Bishop since 

January 2014. Congregational Renewal, New 

Mission Starts and Stewardship are her three 

primary areas of ministry. Laurie graduated from 

Luther Seminary with a MDiv in 1986 and again in 

2010 with a DM in Congregational Missional 

Leadership. She served congregations in SWMN 

and NWMN Synods before being called to the 

NWSWI staff. Her husband Randy is a pastor at 

Christ Lutheran in Menomonie and they have 

three adult children. In her free time, Laurie enjoys 

traveling, gardening, cooking, canoeing and 

biking. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AWARENESS SESSIONS 

 

STORY, CULTURE, IDENTITY AND STEREOTYPES  (formerly titled Doctrine of Discovery) 
presented by Gail Lando and Mary Meierotto 

In this awareness session, we will consider the sacredness of our stories and how these stories 
are integral to the formation of our identities.  We will discuss how our “family myths” inform our 
thoughts, feelings, and views of ourselves, other individuals, and groups of people.  We will 
ponder what it means to open our hearts and minds to the diverse stories carried within the 
complex network of cultures and peoples.  This is an important conversation as we continue to 
understand the obstacles created by white privilege and stereotypes.  

 

   Mary Meierotto is a racial justice advocate in the Northwest     
Synod of Wisconsin.   She’s also serving as a part time 
Synodically Authorized Minister (SAM) for Bethesda Lutheran 
Church at Bayfield, and Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Cornucopia and considers herself a part time gardener. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail Lando is a member of Faith Lutheran Church in 
Grantsburg, WI.  In 2013 she was trained in the Today's Dream 
Tomorrow's Reality anti-racism program sponsored by the 
Women of the ELCA.  She is a retired teacher.  For the last 15 
years of her career she taught English as a Second Language in 
the St. Louis Park School District.  She has been married to Joe 
for the last 52 years!  They have four grown kids and 7 
grandchildren who are all children of immigrants.  She 
volunteers for a lot of activities.  Her current project is writing a 
guest column in the Inter County Leader called Party Lines.  The 
column is sponsored by the League of Women Voters. 

 

 



 

 

 

THE POLITICS OF WISCONSIN CONSERVATION – presented by Kate Beaton 

Wisconsin’s natural resources—water, air, and land—are rapidly deteriorating as our policy 
leaders continue to weaken environmental protection laws. From water protections, to air quality 
measures, to land stewardship bills, state and local policies are impacting the health of our 
environment. But in 2018 we’ll have an opportunity to elect conservation leaders who advocate 
for our environment and the people who live within it. It’s up to us to empower our neighbors to 
take action to advocate for good environmental policy and to elect conservation champions.  

Kate Beaton is the Western Organizer for Wisconsin 
League of Conservation Voters. Based out of Eau 
Claire and representing the western half of Wisconsin, 
Kate works to build lasting, meaningful relationships 
with conservationists, health professionals, farmers, 
families, and water drinkers alike to empower 
Wisconsinites to advocate for good environmental 
policy to protect Wisconsin’s water, land, and air. Kate 
is also passionate about local and sustainable food 
systems and getting women and young people 
involved in politics. She enjoys backpacking around	the 
U.S. and playing with her beagle, Elsie.  

Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters holds 
legislators accountable to their votes and engages in 
voter education, lobbying and issue advocacy. We also 
recruit candidates, issue candidate endorsements, and 

actively work for the election of candidates committed to strong and effective conservation 
policies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Human Trafficking in Rural Wisconsin  presented by Jodi Emerson 

Human Trafficking is the fastest growing crime in the world today.  Find out more about this 
crime that is happening in all 72 counties of Wisconsin.  What does it look like, how does it 
happen, and most importantly, what can you do to fight it? 

Jodi Emerson is the Director of Public Policy and 
Community Relations at Fierce Freedom, a non-
profit that raises awareness and educates the public 
about domestic human trafficking.  Jodi has always 
been an active member of her community by 
volunteering for a variety of different organizations 
and when she learned about human trafficking and 
that it was happening in the community she lived in, 
she knew she needed to be part of the solution.  Jodi 
is a member of the Wisconsin Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force, co-chairs the Implementation 
work group of the task force, is a member of the 
Wisconsin Anti-Trafficking Consortium and is the 
developer of the Be Aware Campaign, a training 
program that fights human trafficking in the 
hospitality industry.  

 

 

DOMESTIC ABUSE presented by SHERIFF CHRIS FITZGERALD 

Sheriff Fitzgerald will discuss domestic abuse in Barron County and how drugs in the area take 
a role in these events.   He will also discuss what you can do to help stop this because even one 
time is too many when it comes to domestic cases.   

 

Chris Fitzgerald has been the Barron County Sheriff for 10 
years.  He is a graduate of Rice Lake High School.  He 
attended UW Barron County and UW Superior completing 
his Criminal Justice Degree. He has 20 years of law 
enforcement experience and has completed the 11 week 
FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia.  

He serves on 12 non-profit boards across the county mostly 
having to do with the youth of our county. 

Chris is married to his wife Holly and has 2 children Emma 
14 and Jace 11 and enjoys coaching his kids when not at 
work.   

Sheriff Fitzgerald’s goals are to be active in the community and lead the county in reducing 
underage drinking, the drug issue and reducing other crimes to make Barron County safe. 

 



IN YOUR BACKYARD – UNDERSTANDING POVERTY AND HOMELESSNESS IN RURAL 
AMERICA  presented by Lori Bowman 

Homelessness and poverty are hard to see in rural America.  We don’t often see panhandlers or 
individuals sleeping under bridges.  We don’t realize that many people are suffering in poverty 
just one step from becoming homeless.  We don’t realize the many barriers affecting those 
trying to rise above and be part of society.  The first step to fighting poverty is to educate 
oneself.  Come and listen and learn about the struggles for those in poverty and facing 
homelessness and join in the discussion to find out what YOU can do to make a difference. 

 

 

Lori Bowman is the Executive Director for Benjamin House 
Emergency Shelter, the homeless shelter serving Barron County.  
She has spent the last several years working with the 
impoverished and homeless population and trying to find solutions 
to the issues so many in need face today.  Bowman is a graduate 
of the College of St.Benedict.  She has been a resident of Rice 
Lake for the past 14 years.  She has 3 children and enjoys 
spending time with family, running, reading, golf and other outdoor 
activities.  

 

Lori Bowman 

Executive Director 

 

 

CONVERSATION WITH BISHOP HOYME  

Come  - ask Bishop Hoyme questions or simply have conversation with our Bishop.  

REV. RICK HOYME 
BISHOP 

Rick’s role is to ask why and help lead the church to where Christ tells us to 

go. As bishop he serves as pastor to the entire synod which means creating 

a culture that is passionate about following Jesus. Bishop Rick has chosen 

to resign a year early and his last day as Bishop will be June 30, 2018.  A 

new bishop will be elected at the 2018 Synod Assembly. Rick is married to 

Diane and a father of two wonderful daughters and a grandfather to two 

amazing grandkids. Rick loves strength training, exercise, spending time 

with his bride, cruising on the geezer boat and hunting pheasants with his dog Sully. 

 
 


